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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in a box . If you change your 
mind, put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen question number: Question 3   Question 4  Question 5 

       Question 6  Question 7  Question 8 
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       Question 12 
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[The live question paper will contain ten more pages of answer lines.]

Do not return this Source Booklet with the question paper.
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Unit 1: Post-2000 Poetry and Prose

Section A: Post-2000 Poetry 

Question 1

Prescribed collection of poems from Poems of the Decade: An Anthology of the Forward 
Books of Poetry 2002-2011

Poem title Poet Page number

Eat Me Patience Agbabi 3

Chainsaw Versus the Pampas Grass Simon Armitage 6

Material Ros Barber 10

Inheritance Eavan Boland 22

A Leisure Centre is Also a Temple of Learning Sue Boyle 23

History John Burnside 25

The War Correspondent Ciaran Carson 29

An Easy Passage Julia Copus 37

The Deliverer Tishani Doshi 43

The Map Woman Carol Ann Duffy 47

The Lammas Hireling Ian Duhig 51

To My Nine-Year-Old Self Helen Dunmore 52

A Minor Role U A Fanthorpe 57

The Gun Vicki Feaver 62

The Furthest Distances I’ve Travelled Leontia Flynn 64

Giuseppe Roderick Ford 66

Out of the Bag Seamus Heaney 81

Effects Alan Jenkins 92

The Fox in the National Museum of Wales Robert Minhinnick 121

Genetics Sinéad Morrissey 125

From the Journal of a Disappointed Man Andrew Motion 127

Look We Have Coming to Dover Daljit Nagra 129

Fantasia on a Theme of James Wright Sean O’Brien 130

Please Hold Ciaran O’Driscoll 132

You, Shiva, and My Mum Ruth Padel 140

Song George Szirtes 168

On Her Blindness Adam Thorpe 170

Ode on a Grayson Perry Urn Tim Turnbull 172

 

 

Unit 1: Post-2000 Poetry and Prose – mark scheme 

Section A: Post-2000 Poetry 

Question 
Number 

Indicative Content 

1 A Leisure Centre Is Also a Temple of Learning 

All reasonable and relevant interpretations of ‘challenging human 
experiences’ should be rewarded. A pertinent choice of second poem 
might be Armitage’s Chainsaw Versus the Pampas Grass.

Students may include the following in their answers: 
 contrasts, e.g. between youth and age in Boyle; between technology 

and nature in Armitage 
 the role and importance of the narrator in each poem, e.g. the 

implications of the metaphors ‘chorus’ and ‘midday moon’ 
 the treatment of gender in the poems, e.g. do the vanity of Boyle’s 

young woman and the relish for destruction of Armitage’s narrator 
render them stereotypical? 

 the sensual effects of language in the poems, e.g. the metaphorical 
impact of Boyle (‘young leopard…charlatan’s moustache’), contrasting 
with Armitage’s use of active verbs (‘fed…flicked…gunned’) 

 the effects of the conclusions of the poems, e.g. Boyle’s ‘we know what 
happens next’ contrasting with Armitage’s ‘urge to persist’ 

 contrasts and comparisons within poems, e.g. Boyle’s deliberate 
silence on the physical state of the ‘twelve’ contrasting with the 
lushness of the description of the young woman; Armitage’s contrast of 
the apparent fragility of nature with man’s destructive capabilities. 

 

Question 
Number 

Indicative Content 

2 Effects 

All reasonable and relevant interpretations of ‘changing relationships’ 
should be rewarded. A pertinent choice of second poem might be Agbabi’s 
Eat Me.

Students may include the following in their answers: 
 power structures in the relationships, e.g. the change from dependant 

to carer in Jenkins, compared to the change from obedience to 
predation in Agbabi 

 the use of food, e.g. to denote shared family nutrition in Jenkins and 
luxury and glut in Agbabi 

 differing uses of imagery, e.g. Jenkins’ use of the mother’s hands to 
embody her decline and Agbabi’s imagery to denote appetite and 
surfeit 

 the tensions between the narrator and mother in Jenkins and the 
narrator and the man in Agbabi 

 the effects of the differing structural aspects of the poems, e.g Jenkins’ 
long heavily punctuated sentences charting the changing relationship 
between the narrator and mother; Agbabi’s use of repetition and short 
minor sentences charting the changing relationship between the 
narrator and the man 
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